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" Do you mean to imply that he was insane when he
did so?"
" Who can define the borderline between sanity and
insanity? He certainly was not insane in the sense that
he was in a condition to be certified. But, at the same
time, he was not wholly responsible for his actions.
Part of his brain was functioning perfectly. The other
part was blotted out by an unreasoning terror of return
to Clewcr Street. That's how I should look at it."
" The third class of disappearance/' muttered Dr.
Priestley. Then, catching Oldland's inquiring glance,
" Forgive me, I was thinking aloud. A habit which
becomes prevalent in old age, I believe. But, supposing
your assumption were correct, surely something would
have been heard of Venner by now? He was last seen
on the 15th, and to-day is the 23rd. It seems a long
time to elapse without any news of him."
" Oh, I don't know. You mustn't suppose that he is
wandering about the streets of London, suffering from
loss of memory, or anything like that. His memory
isn't lost, It's only obscured by the one surpassing
incident that he can't forget. He is capable of behaving
quite normally, without realising exactly what he is
doing.
" The most likely thing is that he is staying quietly
somewhere under a false name. It's all very fine to say
he would be recognised from the published description.
I doubt it. Who really pays much attention to the
broadcast S.O.S., unless they happen to know the name
or the district mentioned? Most people wait impatiently
for the announcer to get on with the programme. Take
a boarding-house keeper HI Bath, for instance. Does
he listen assiduously to every S.O.S.? Does he bear the
description in mind? Not he! And when a man walks
in, and signs the visitors' book as John Robinson of
Carlisle, he can't be expected to recognise him as Henry